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C
ivic leaders has agreed to target early literacy as an urgent priority, recognizing that children who don’t learn to read well by the end of third grade are more likely to struggle academically and less likely to finish high school.
The communities—ranging from big cities such as Los Angeles, Chicago, and Baltimore to smaller places like El Dorado, Kansas—are developing strategies to tackle three underlying issues that have consistently kept children from learning to read well: 
The concerted local action comes at a time when states and the federal government are paying particular attention to early education through legislation and grant programs. It also complements efforts underway by 
United Way
 Worldwide and the National League of Cities, both key partners in the Campaign.
 
Whenever possible, include timely news so that each edition is fresh.
Be sure to proofread your newsletter.
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The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
 is a collaborative effort by dozens of funders across the nation to: close the gap in reading achievement that separates many low-income students from their peers; raise the bar for reading proficiency so that all students are assessed by world-class standards; and ensure that all children, including and especially children from low-income families, have an equitable opportunity to meet those higher standards. For more information, visit 
www.gradelevelreading.net
.
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